Recovering the Pieces of History

Reclaimed Lumber Comes Together in a Colorado House
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By Christopher Hall

HEN A CONNECTI-
cut couple decided
to build a second

home on 155 remote Colorado
acres, they envisioned a house
of modern conveniences that
looked as if it had been there,
weathering to a nutty brown,
since homesteader days. What
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they wanted may have seemed
a paradox—a brand-new, 100-
vear-old home—but by build-
ing with reclimed lumber, thatk
effectively what they got.
Using wood salvaged from
older structures is nothing new,
but only in recent years has
there been a significant de-
mand for reclaimed lumber in
high-end residential construc-

Ricn: Beams froma  tel. The market for old
19th-century Wiscon-  timbers is growing rap-
sin barm (above, during  idly, in large part be-
disassembly) became cause of the material’s
the great room's man- aesthetic appeal.

ton. “People are realizing that
with old wood they'll ger the
kind of look they just can't
achieve with new lumber,” says
Bryce Jacobson, of the Build-
ing Materials Reuse Associa-
tion, 2 nonprofit, educational
group. “In the past 10 years it’s
evolved to the point where
there are brokers who search
out old buildings, carefully take

Lerr: Constructed

in part with reclaimed
lumber, a Colorada
house built by archivect
Joe Robbins and con-
tractor Gary Cogswell
blends into the sur-
rounding landscape.

them apart and then mark.
store and market the wood.
Whole buildings are some-
times advertised for decon-
struction on the Internet, and
specialists in flooring and oth-
er products have cropped up.”
According to Jeff Husted.
of Vintage Timberworks, 2
Temecula, California, firm.
old-wood customers are prin-
cipally located in mountain
resort areas. “We supply old
beams for large Spanish- and
Tuscan-style suburban homes”
continued on page §¢




continited from page §4
he says, “but most of our busi-
ness is in dark brown, rough-
looking wood with lots of Old
West character for mountain
cabins.” Price is not the main
attraction, since high-qual-
ity reclaimed lumber typically
costs at least as Il'l.l.lt.}h A8 MEw.
At the couples 6,500-square-
foot house near Steamboat
Springs, the list of reclaimed
lumber reads like a vour of his-
torical America—interior sid-
ing from a 5t. Louis feedlot;
soffits from Wyoming snow
fences: window and door mim
from an Astoria, Oregon, pier;
and smaller beams from a
Stockton, California, grain el-
evator. “It’s much harder to use
old wood in building a new

Racrr: To create a
stacked-timber effect
for the enclosed porch,
two-by-12 hoards from
rodeo grounds (above)
in Pendleton, Oregon,
were used. Working
with reclaimed lumber
often requires addi-
tional craftsmanship.
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Ricir: For the great

room, designer Lynne
Bier selected furnish-
ings to march the rus-
tic spirit of the house,

house,” says the architect, Joe
Robbins, a veteran of 15 re-
claimed-lumber residential
projects. “A special engineer
has o inspect and certify each
structural piece, and there's
often far more craftsmanship
needed during construction,
because the wood can be slight-
ly twisted or warped. But in
terms of the structural strength
of the old-growth wood and its
beauty, the payoff is terrific.”
Reclaimed lumber is often
remilled, giving it entirely new
surfaces and exposing grain
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that is far tighter and clearer
than that of recently harvested
wood. For many customers,
however, the unique patina—
the nail holes, dings and color-
ation produced by use and by
exposure to the elements—is
the attraction. Old grain eleva-
tors, for example, yield a par-
ticularly desirable and costly
product called “grain-washed
wood,” named for its wavelike,
serpentine surface created over
the years by the movement of
corn or wheat kernels, Barn
boards, too, are often prized
for their patina. In the Colo-
rado residence, the flloors are
all made of vellow pine from
an 1860s barn in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania. “The
boards got only a light sand-
ing,” says contractor Gary
Cogswell, “so they didn't lose
their rich character.”

The stories behind re-
claimed lumber are also driving
its popularity, and shipments
of old wood are sometimes
accompanied by photos of
the building from which it
came. “The history of the ma-
terial is very important to my

continited on page 88
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